Tumours of Infancy and Childhood.
Eds. P. G. JONES and P. E. CAMPBELL (1976) . Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd. 975 pp. Price £26.00 net.
The staff of the Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne, are well known in the field of paediatric oncology, so that one welcomes their book based on the experience of managing 1689 children with tumours treated at that hospital between 1952 and 1972.
The book covers the whole of paediatric oncology. The first chapter deals with causes, statistics, survival and the tactics of cancer therapy, and includes discussion on staging which has largely been based on the T.N.M. staging for adult cancers, and which at present is not employed by most clinicians in the paediatric field, which makes it difficult to compare results with those from other centres. The causes discussed are those related to cancer in general, some of which probably have no relevance to childhood malignancy.
The types of tumours and teratomas, and the immune response to cancer are covered in two chapters, and there is extensive cover of the radiological and histological techniques that are used in the diagnosis of tumours.
The development and use of chemotherapy is well covered, including a good description of the way that different agents work. The action of radiation, the concept of radiosensitivity of tumours, and a well balanced discussion on late effects, are covered in the chapter on radiotherapy. The chapter on the management of patients and parents is particularly valuable for anyone who may have to deal with children with malignant disease.
The remaining chapters on different tumour types is according to site of origin rather than histological type, and there is a good deal of emphasis on diagnosis and differential diagnosis. Whilst being very useful for the general reader who does not see malignant disease often, it means that there is considerable repetition, and also confusion when management is discussed.
Some of the descriptions of treatment, particularly radiotherapy, are sparse, and would not be of great help to a practising radiotherapist, even one who did not treat many children. The bibliography is extensive and reasonably up to date.
A somewhat disappointing book, for the expert in paediatric oncology, but useful as an aid to the diagnosis of malignant disease for those clinicians who only see the occasional child.
D. PEARSON
Colour Atlas of Gynaecological Cytology by CHANDRA GRUBB (1977) . Aylesbury, Bucks: HM and M. 318 pp. Price £15.00 net.
The interpretation of Papanicolaou-stained cervical smears has not changed much in the past 25 years, and it may be asked whether another work on this well-worn topic is really necessary. In fact, this new Atlas is most welcome. Every teacher of the subject wants a ready source of illustrations, not simply of "typical" appearances, which tend to become stereotyped, but of ordinary appearances that cause confusion, and of less common ones that need to be recognized. In the early days rarities were rare; but now, when many laboratories deal with 20 or 30,000 smears per year, problems turn up regularly which were almost unheard of before.
Dr Grubb has wisely avoided the full monograph treatment, so there is no wearisome repetition of a familiar story with its familiar references. There is very little about "endocrine cytology" of the vagina, which has been covered many times before, and has also lost much of its importance. This atlas addresses itself plainly to screening for neoplasia.
All the pictures have brief and telling captions. Some of them suffer from the variations in background colour which are inevitable when exposure is left to the whim of an automatic photomicroscope. Otherwise they are of good quality and at just the right magnification.
There exists a long-standing terminological problem in this field, one which is deliberately evaded by many authors including those of the WHO Atlas (No. 8 in the "International Histological Classification of Tumours"). What name should be applied to the type of cell which comes off the surface layers of carcinoma in situ of the cervix? In the section of this book concerning carcinoma in situ they are called "malignant cells"; but in the previous section on severe dysplasia, cells which admittedly may be indistinguishable are called "severely dyskaryotic parabasal cells". Is the description "malignant cell" best made on the grounds of a particular abnormal type of chromatin distribution? If so, cells shed by a cancer which do not show this pattern must not be called malignant cells, although they are none the less cancerous. It would be better to redefine the term "dyskaryosis" (invented by Papanicolaou and discarded by many American authorities) for all this range of cytological abnormalities, including the changes seen in fully developed carcinoma, and leave the word "malignant" for the histopathologist to use when he finds invasion.
Any laboratory concerned in teaching diagnostic cytology, whether to pathologists, technologists or "screeners", will want to have this book. It is not only a useful (and, in 1977, inexpensive) Since the book is composed of photoreproductions of the authors' typescripts, type size varies from paper to paper. Reproduction of plates is, however, good, uniformity of presentation has been maintained, there are good reference lists to each paper and a reasonable index. Obviously, the scientific merit of such a large collection of individual contributions is widely variable but overall standards are high, publication has been achieved with creditable speed and there is much relatively new material in this volume to interest both clinicians and laboratory workers in the fields of gynaecology and oncology.
The book is elegantly bound and as a result rather expensive. In its present form it is only likely to be purchased as a reference work by libraries or large departments. Whilst one admits the links between the three sections, would it not have been much more useful to have published the three sections separately as paper-backs at a price within the compass of a small laboratory group? L. G. SKINNER
The 
